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Gospel Matthew 22 15-21

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to/G6d."
f e

Sunday 18t Oct

Monday 19t
Tuesday 20t"
Thursday 22"
Friday 23

Sunday 25

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Psalter Week 1)

8.30am Edward & Margaret Hanly RIP
10.30am Alec & Marian Rose Intention

6.30pm People of the Parish

9.30am Private Intention

7pm Adoration

9.30am Joan Kennedy RIP

7pm No Mass

9.30am Thanksgiving Naveen Family Intention

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Psalter Week 2)

8.30am People of the Parish
10.30am No Intentions
6.30pm No Intentions

Refreshments are served in the Parish Hall after the 10.30am Mass on Sunday.
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Fr Ansel’s Day off is Wednesday. For any urgent sick calls on this day, please contact Cn John Cooke at
Sacred Heart, Fareham on 01329 318869.

The Prayer Garden is open during office hours and on Sunday morning.

Short Reflection on this week’s Gospel — Matt 22 v 15-21

In this passage, the Pharisees and Herodians, who were usually political and religious opponents, unite to
trap Jesus with a question about paying taxes to Caesar (Matthew 22:15-17)

Their goal was to force Jesus into a statement that could either alienate the Jewish people, who resented
Roman taxation, or provoke Roman authorities, putting Him in danger.

This encounter occurs during Jesus’ final week of teaching in the temple, highlighting the tension between
earthly authority and spiritual truth.

Jesus’ Response

Jesus, aware of their malice, asks to see the coin used for the tax and inquires whose image and inscription
it bears. When they answer “Caesar’s,” He delivers the famous statement: “Render therefore unto Caesar
the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21)

This response demonstrates His wisdom in avoiding their trap while teaching a profound principle about the
distinction and harmony between secular and divine responsibilities.

Spiritual and Practical Lessons
Discernment and Wisdom: Jesus’ reply shows the importance of understanding the intent behind questions
and responding with insight rather than impulsive reaction.

Civic Responsibility: Paying taxes and respecting governmental authority is part of fulfilling earthly obligations,
acknowledging the role of secular governance.

Spiritual Devotion: What belongs to God—our hearts, worship, love, and obedience—must be given fully to
Him, reflecting our ultimate allegiance and moral responsibility.

Integrity and Balance: The passage encourages believers to navigate worldly duties without compromising
spiritual commitments, maintaining integrity in both realms.

Matthew 22:15-21 challenges Christians to examine their priorities and actions. It calls for honest engagement
with civic duties, such as paying taxes, while ensuring that spiritual devotion and ethical living remain central.
Believers are reminded to offer their lives in service to God, demonstrating love, justice, and obedience in all
aspects of life.

Mass Intentions. To book a Mass intention/s, please contact the Parish office by phone, email or in person. If you leave
an envelope outside office hours, please put all your details on envelope. The most important thing is that the sacrifice of
Mass if offered, but we cannot guarantee the date. If you make a donation via BACS, please include reference of
‘massint.” Thank you.

Standing Orders and Gift Aid.

Thank you for all you do to support your parish in many different ways.

If you have not already done so, please consider donating via a standing order and sign up for gift aid, in order to
provide a more stable, and 25% extra parish income. Forms available on the website, at the back of the Church and
from the Parish office.

DONA machine — Contactless giving available in foyer of Church.
Do you need our bank details?

CDP PARK GATE ST MARG MARY

Sort Code: 30-93-04 Account Number: 00883663

Also, scan this QR
code to donate
online.




Park Gate Noticeboard.

Also see our website at www.stmargaretmary.co.uk Please submit any notices by Tuesday lunchtime.

Padre Pio Prayer Group — The next meeting will be Sunday 25" October at 7.45pm
You are all most welcome. For more information, please contact David Walford: walford101@hotmail.com

St Vincent - We are here to help. If you need help in any way, or are interested in volunteering some
sVP dePaU' Sockely | time to help, give us a call, in confidence, between 9am-6pm. At present, SVP are using a
e | te@mporary number, 07806 784201.

Donations cheques to be made out to: B170413 SVP ST Margaret Mary Park Gate

SVP Christmas Hampers. You can now donate via the DONA machine in Church foyer.

Vinnie’s Café — Saturday 31st October 2-4pm in the ST. Margaret Mary Parish Hall.
Come for a friendly chat and a cup of tea. All welcome. Free, but donations welcome.

Friday Coffee morning — Join us for coffee in the Paray room after Mass.

Sunday 18" Oct — PATRONAL FEAST & 60™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION.
After 10.30am Mass in the Parish Hall.

Dates for your diary:

PUTTING ON THE GLITZ - LADIES NIGHT — 13™ NOVEMBER FROM 7.30PM IN THE CHURCH HALL.

A fun evening of pre-Christmas sparkle and an opportunity to purchase new/nearly new partywear and
accessories for the festive season at below January sale prices. Light supper provided, BYOB. Tickets on
sales soon at £10. Donations of VGC partywear required — (limit 3 garments per person) and/or accessories (5
per person) or maybe a Christmas jumper. Please bring donations to the hall after Masses on Sunday 25™
October or 8" Nov or contact maggie@raymontc.plus.com. More details to follow — all proceeds to Parish
funds. Tickets on sale after all Masses from 11" October.

Shop (Repository) — Please call in and see the range of Christian gifts and cards available.

Grandparent’s Prayer Group — Next meeting Tuesday 3" Nov after morning Mass.
This group meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month. An opportunity for grandparents to pray for their
children and grandchildren’s faith, safety, and wellbeing.

Knights of St Columba — Next meeting Sunday 11" October @ 4pm. All welcome.

The Knights of St Columba have organised a day visit to the Church of English Martyrs near Goring on Sea
(Worthing) This is a good opportunity to enjoy the spectacular work of a very talented parishioner who
reproduced the paintings of the Sistine Chapel on the ceiling of his local church at Worthing.

Date: 22nd October 2026 Church: English Martyrs, Worthing

Meet at St MM at 9:30 Visit booked at 11:00

Transport: Car Share If you are able to offer anyone a lift, please let me know.

The visit will be followed by lunch at the local Toby Carvery.

Contact: Milton — Mob: 07788916372

Closing date: 19 October 2026

THE JOY OF HOPE - A 4-part CaFE series.

Each part comprises of a video session followed by a short discussion.

In the run up to Advent, we will be holding the above sessions at Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception,
Bells Lane, Stubbington PO14 2PL

after the 09.30am Wednesday morning Mass, from 10.00-11.15am

on 4,11,18 and 25 November

and repeated at St John’s, South Place, Lee-on-the-Solent PO13 9AS.

after 12.15pm Sunday Mass at 13.15-14.30pm

on 8,15,22 and 28 November.

Please join us for any one or all 4 of these sessions. All are welcome.

ST Edmunds Pilgrimage on behalf of the Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth — Saturday 14" November.
Please see posted on noticeboard for more details and how to apply for tickets.



http://www.stmargaretmary.co.uk/
mailto:walford101@hotmail.com
mailto:maggie@raymontc.plus.com

If you are unwell and would like a Eucharist Ministry If you are going into hospital, please contact the relevant
team member to bring Holy Communion to you at home. Chaplaincy service:

Please contact Jane Green on 07528 948536 Southampton General 02381 208517
QA Portsmouth 02392 286408

Second Collections

Sunday 18t October — Missio World Missions Sunday

Your prayers and your donations on World Mission Sunday support our global family through:

Faith and Outreach projects

which restore the dignity and hope of vulnerable children and families in need of your care.

Supporting Catholic Missionaries

who give their lives to share God’s mercy and compassion with those most in need.

Sustaining Faith Communities to be beacons of hope for those seeking a place to pray and to celebrate God’s
love for us.

Contact Details: ST Margaret Mary, Middle Road, Park Gate, Hampshire, SO31 7GH.
Parish Priest: Fr Ansel D’Mello Tel: 01489 572797

Parish Administrator: Heather Skittlethorpe
Parish office hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Friday — 9am-3pm

Out of hours please get in touch as below.
Email: office@stmargaretmary.co.uk Tel: 01489 572797 (this number is linked to the Office and Presbytery, please
leave voicemail message when office is closed)

Parish Gift Aid: Milton Hewins email: accounts@stmargaretmary.co.uk

Safeguarding Co-ordinators: Contact: safeguarding@stmargaretmary.co.uk
(Anita Fitzpatrick 07743 481363 and Fran Slater 07899 691094)

Hall Bookings
Email: hall@stmargaretmary.co.uk

Maintenance
Email: facilities@stmargaretmary.co.uk

Repository (Greetings cards, Books, gifts and more)
Open on Sundays after Mass. (please see www.cbcdistributors for items you can order)

Portsmouth Diocese Safeguarding Coordinator — Ruth Attfield
Tel: 02394 216486 email: rafffield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

St. Anthony’s Catholic Primary and Pre-School Headteacher
Katrina Straker, Primate Road, Titchfield Common, PO14 4RP Tel: 01489 579100
Email: office@stanthonysfareham.co.uk www.saint-anthonysfreham.co.uk

Portsmouth e-news ST Margaret Mary Website
Sign up to receive this Diocesan weekly publication. News
from Parishes, the Bishop, the Diocese, and the Vatican. www.stmargretmary.co.uk

www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/enews
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